A Trade Worth Making

Last week during chapel Natalie asked if she could borrow a Bible from
me. Iagreed and handed her my well worn Bible. I’ve had this Bible
since I started in youth ministry and for the last 10 years it has served me
well. I’ve highlighted favorite passages, underlined important verses to
me and stuck post it notes on the side to help me find scriptures quickly.
Natalie asked if she could keep it over night to work on the chapel lesson
she was helping me plan.

The next day she gave the Bible back to me and asked if I could come and talk to her later. I said that was no problem I
would come find her after lunch and she said, “Bring your Bible. I have a question.” I didn’t think too much about it at
first. Ijust figured she had read something she didn’t understand and I was happy to help.

I was shocked when I went to talk with her and she got very serious. Her eyes began to water as

she asked me with all sincerity, “Can we trade Bibles?” Natalie went on to explain, “Last night I
read everything you had marked in your Bible and for the first time I understood it.” Needless to

say Natalie is now the proud new owner of an old Bible and she is continuing to read it.

I was never happier to give something away than I was that day and I have made it my goal to make
sure every young girl that ever comes to Hope Hill has a Bible that she can understand. If you
would like to help me reach this goal and provide New Living Translation or New International
Version Bibles for the young ladies you can do so by contributing to the Bible Fund. Your support
can do more than change the lives of hurting youth, you can help change their eternities.

Proverbs 22:6 "Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it."

Hope Hill Says Farewell to Smokey & Susie Presseau

After five years of dedicated
service to the youth and staff at
Hope Hill Children’s Home,
Smokey and Susie Presseau are
retiring. Many of you who have
come to Hope Hill on a work
camp may know them as Mr.
and Mrs. Hope Hill. Living on
campus provided them the
opportunity to be intimately
involved in the day to day operations of the campus and the
opportunity to meet and fellowship with so many work camps and
visitors. Since day one they have put every ounce of their energy
into serving the youth and trying to improve the campus and we
are truly thankful for their sacrifice. We will miss them and the
impact they have had on both the youth and staff at
Hope Hill, and we wish them well as they begin this
new phase of their life.

As we say goodbye to our friends, we also
welcome several new staff to help continue
our day to day operations and coordinate the
many wonderful work camps. For more
information on work camps, visits or general
information please contact the following
staff at 859-498-5230:

Executive Assistant- Brenda Garrett
Facilities Director- Ashley Garrett

Work Camp Coordinator/ Chaplin-
Andy Shirk

Ifyou have scheduled a work camp for 2009
please call to confirm your reservation.
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Faithful Servants
Leave Lasting Legacy

Someone once said: “In the service
of life, sacrifice becomes grace”. What
a perfect description of our Lord and
Savior who served life, sacrificially
to become grace for each of us. No two
servants knew that better than Ferrell
and Betty Hamby. They were believers
who impacted the lives of all they came
to know.

Many years ago, I received a phone call
from Ferrell Hamby asking for
guidance in caring for the children at
Hope Hill Children’s Home in Hope,
Ky. It was my pleasure to meet the
Hamby’s, two of the most humble
servants I have ever met. Ferrell was
a tall rugged man, in his senior years
and his wife Betty was a sweet little
lady with a gentle spirit who lived to
please the Lord and her husband. Their
dedication to God and the Kinderlou
Church of God was always their
mission in life.

Our first of many meetings took place
on a five acre piece of land they
dedicated to the Lord. It was here they
built a beautiful little church to serve
the community and win souls for
Christ. As with all things, they put their
whole heart into this project. They
financed the building, and built it with
their own hands. It was not unusual to
see them cutting the grass, caring for
the flowers and teaching others how to
find their way in life. Betty was the
quiet one with a warm smile that let

Ferrell and Betty Hamby

you know somehow she was the rock
that Ferrell depended on and loved
deeply.

These indeed were two who had found
each other some 43 years earlier, who
trusted each other and would come to
trust others in life that would be as
family to them.

R. Clay Moseley was one of those
trusted friends. Clay helped them with
their investments and came to be
regarded as the son they never had. 1
was privileged to see that caring
relationship. Another close and valued
friend was John K. Dukes who
provided financial advice as well.
Ferrell and Betty were very
conservative people who knew the
value of a dollar and what it took to
earn their way through life. They called
upon Melvin Bass, a devoted nephew

and his wife Eva to assist them as
their senior years diminished their
ability to care for themselves.
Because Ferrell and Betty had no
children of their own, they took an
interest in the welfare of the
children of Hope Hill Children’s
Home. Many of these children had
been deserted because of abusive
parents and could never return to
their homes. For years Ferrell and
Betty contributed financial support
which helped turn many young
lives around and gave them hope
in Jesus Christ.

The Hamby’s, through their wills,
provided care for children they
would never know personally. I am
sure eternity will echo with the
words “Thank You” from grateful
kids as the Hamby’s get to meet the
children who came to experience
Heaven because they gave
sacrificially to become grace for
them.

Their passing from this life was
one of the kindest acts of God I have
seen. Ferrell and Betty never
wanted to be apart. They lived for
each other and you knew it without
question. Ferrell was called home
on Saturday, May 19% 2007 at the
age of 91 aftera long
illness.

Continued on pg. 2




Hope Hill Programs Recognized As Top In the State

Five months ago, Megan* was sent to Hope Hill
Children’s Home for drug and alcohol abuse treatment.
This 16 year old girl had been experimenting with drugs
since she was 12 years old and quickly found herselfin a
downward spiral.

Megan had been placed in two other treatment facilities
before coming to Hope Hill but there was no change in
her behavior or substance abuse. She did not think there
was any problem, what she was doing seemed harmless.

This once pleasant young lady began showing signs of
defiance, resisting disciple and becoming destructive
when she did not get her way. Her relationships with
friends and family became strained with each lie she
told and every penny she stole to support her growing
habit.

By the time she came to Hope Hill, her occasional drug
and alcohol use had become a daily obsession. Megan
found herself drinking as much as she could and taking
any pill or drug she could get her hands on.

Faithful Servants Continnued from page 1

The next day, when Clay informed Betty of the
passing of her beloved Ferrell, the Lord also called
her to be with him, in their new home

I am sure they heard the words reserved for all
those who trust in our Lord, “Well done good and
faithful servants”.

On behalf of the Children and Staff of Hope Hill
Children’s Home, “Thank You Hamby’s for your
prayerful, financial support and all those years of
sacrifice, for so many. Your kindness will never be
forgotten.”

It wasn’t until Megan came to Hope Hill and began the new
Drug and Alcohol Treatment Program that she started to see
how her choices were affecting every area of her life. Her
treatment began right away and it was clear that she would
need something different than she had gotten at other
placements. For that reason, Megan was one of the first youth
to participate in equine assisted counseling with a substance
abuse and addiction focus. In addition to individual sessions,
Megan’s family also came and participated in therapeutic
sessions.

Over the course of her treatment Megan began to take
responsibility for her behavior and drug use. For the first
time, Megan was honest with herself and others about her past
and she began to understand her addiction.

(

In addition to Megan’s decision to make a change and begin
working toward recovery, her family also acknowledged that
this was not just a problem for Megan but rather something the
entire family would have to overcome.

Megan has since completed the program and has returned home
with her family. And while she knows that recovery is a
process, she now has the tools she needs to continue taking
positive steps in that direction.

*Due to confidentiality names have been changed

Local Group Raises Funds for Hope Hlll

On October 18, 2008 two local Bike Clubs joined together for a Bike
Show in an effort to raise funds for Hope Hill Children’s Home. The
clubs, Southern Brothers and Defiers, pride themselves on helping those
less fortunate and were excited to be able to support the abused and
neglected young ladies at Hope Hill. The show brought in 50 bikes and
over 300 people. A few weeks later representatives from both clubs
came to present a check to Program Director Ken Cude for more than
$1400.00.

To all the members of Southern Brothers and Defiers,

thank you for your generosity and support.

Pictured from Left Roy Holder, Elvis Alicea, Bobbie Edmonson, Herman Campbell, Ricky Campbell, Terry Ginter, Ken Cude

Foster Home Provides Sense of Belonging

Imagine what it would be like to wake up one morning and find out that the family you
had always known was not really what you thought. That is exactly what happened to
Brittany when she found out that the people she had called mom and dad were actually
her grandparents and the people who she called brother and sister in law were
actually her biological parents.

Brittany’s life quickly spun out of control when the truth came out and she was sent to
live with her biological father. She was struck with the feeling that nobody cared
about her. Her family had been lying to her, her entire life and now she was being told
that she didn’t belong with them. Brittany turned to drugs and drinking to cope with
this life altering revelation.

At 13 Brittany was arrested for domestic violence and assault and was sent to an out of home placement. She ran
away several times until she was sent to Hope Hill Children’s Home. At 16 she was placed in one of Hope Hill's
foster homes, where she says she found in her foster parents something that had been missing for a long time, “I was
finally in a home where I knew they really cared about me.” Now almost two years later Brittany is 18 years old and
doing very well with her foster family.

Brittany graduated high school, has started classes at a local Technical College and is working
toward a degree in Social Work. Brittany has also gotten a job and after diligently saving her
money was able to buy her own car. Brittany’s case manager Carla Messer expressed how
proud she was of Brittany and the change that she has seen in her behavior since being in foster
care. Carla says’, “Brittany has shown a great deal of responsibility managing her school
work, keeping a job, maintaining her bank accounts, paying her bills and helping with the
family. She is one of the most reliable and dependable kids I have seen come though our foster
care program.”

It was clear after talking with her for a short time that Brittany has truly found a home and a family to love her. She
credits her foster parents for much of her success because as Brittany said, “They want you to choose
better for yourself and they give you the support you need to do that. I am confident that I can reach my
goals to finish college, get a good job and eventually have a family of my own because they help me stay
focused.” Brittany has finally found a home and a family where she belongs.




